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By DEBBI MOORE
The calendar says it’s 

spring, but as we watch the 
weather go back and forth 
between warm and cool days, 
trying to get from winter to 
spring, I’m reminded of  this 
past year. In so many ways 
we all can relate to this piv-
oting, this action of  trying 
to move forward, but often 
going backwards before we 
can move forward.  Yes, we 
all recognize the past year 
has been like no other.

Having been in this indus-
try for many years, I have 
observed the struggles of  
businesses as they have faced 
diversity and challenges, but 
never like this. More than 
ever, 2020 gave me a wonder-
ful look into the true heart of  
business. The depth of  their 
compassion, love and genu-
ine care for their employees, 
customers and community 
became the bright light in the 
middle of  a dark time. We are 

currently 
taping 
for our 
upcoming 
April 10 
virtual 
Chamber 
Gala & 
Awards 
show.  A 
portion 
of  our event will be to show-
case a few businesses on that 
have navigated the waters of  
the unknown with creativity, 
innovation and nothing less 
than “true grit.” These sto-
ries are what motivate me to 
keep moving forward.

These stories of  safe prac-
tices, redevelopment of  their 
business plan and giving 
back to their community 
exhibits exceptional leader-
ship.  Simon Sinek, world-
renown author of  leadership 
books, says, “Leadership is 
not about being in charge.  
Leadership is about taking 

care of  those in your charge.”  
We have seen so many of  our 
business leaders throughout 
our region demonstrate this 
care in extraordinary ways. 
Through increased partner-
ships with other businesses, 
these businesses truly have 
made a tremendous differ-
ence in our community.

Someone asked me re-
cently what has been most 
impactful to me on this new 
journey and what will I take 
forward. I truly believe the 
most powerful and impact-
ful piece of  this journey has 
been seeing partnerships 
being cultivated at much 
stronger levels than “pre-
COVID.” While partnerships 
and collaborations were ac-
tive in our community, these 
were strengthened with the 
knowledge that working to-
gether, delivering the same, 
and consistent messaging we 
would be more impactful and 
effective.

We continue to navigate 
uncharted waters and our 
“new norm” has not quite 
been found. I never thought 
the phrase, “I am fully vac-
cinated,” would have such 
a strong comfort to me and 
my interaction with others. 
We encourage all to con-
tinue wearing masks, wash 
our hands, get tested and 
get vaccinated. These steps 
are essential and critical to 
continue to move forward. 
To register for the vaccine, 
please go to vaccinenm.org.

The Chamber will continue 
to provide tools to include 
seminars, virtual zooms and 
training to assist our busi-
nesses moving forward.  To 
find out more about these 
and future events of  the 
Chamber, please go to lascru-
ces.org.  No matter the chal-
lenges which may come our 
way, we know we are truly, 
#LASCRUCESSTRONG.
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T A B L E  O F  C O N T E N T S Inching forward together

YOUR Business is OUR Business!

Debbi Moore

MyMountainViewER.com

Symptoms of a medical emergency need quick treatment. And in some cases, 
fast care can be life-saving. So don’t delay or be afraid to get help if you need it.  

With limited entry points, screening for everyone, frequent deep cleaning 
and social distancing, we are taking extra precautions to keep you safe. 

There’s a good reason to get to a hospital fast in 
an emergency – your life could depend on it. 

Chest Pain?  Severe Abdominal Pain?  High Fever?

If you are experiencing a medical emergency, call 911.

 THEY’RE CALLED 
EMERGENCIES
FOR A REASON.
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 Chair Jed Fanning
  Citizens Bank of Las Cruces
 Chair Elect Craig Buchanan
  US Bank
 Secretary/Treasurer Jerry Harrell
  Double Eagle
 Immediate Past Chair Sabrina Martin
  Rehabilitation Hospital 

of Southern NM
 Vice Chair
 Grow your Business Sector Brandy Darden
  Western Heritage Bank
 Vice Chair
 Building Community Sector Richard Coltharp
  Las Cruces Bulletin
 Vice Chai 
 Investor Services Sector Stephanie Guadian
  Electronic Caregiver
 Vice Chair
 Public Policy Sector Jake Redfearn
  NAI 1st Valley

Director Janet Acosta
  Haciendas at Grace Village
Director Joe Bullington
  Jacobs Technology Inc.
Director Richard Haas
  Desert Peak Architects
Director John Harris
  Memorial Medical Center
Director Kevin Horner
  PTS Office Systems, Inc.
Director Courage Idemudia
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  American Linen Supply of NM
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Director Mike Tourtillott
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You play a key role in our community
It is encouraging to see the favorable 

trends related to Covid-19. We are not 
completely out of  the woods, but we do 
have reasons for optimism and hope. 
The significant decreases in positive 
cases and hospitalizations in our state 
and here locally, plus the progress 
on more residents receiving vaccines 
all point to a return to more normal 
activities as we officially say goodbye 
to the winter season. Good progress 
has been made especially on vaccina-
tions for the most vulnerable of  our 
citizens, plus healthcare providers, 
first responders, and teachers. As our 
partial re-open occurs, it continues to 
be important for all of  us to be careful, 
smart, and considerate as we move 
into our new normal.

The Greater Las Cruces Chamber of  
Commerce recognizes the important 
tie between a healthy community and 
healthy businesses. Each one drives 
and supports the other. On behalf  of  

our Chamber board of  directors, I 
want to express our gratitude to all the 
businesses that have fought so hard to 
continue providing the jobs that fuel 
our local economy. As I have watched 
the businesses in our area struggle, 
adapt, pivot, navigate, and recover, I 
am reminded that at the core of  this 
spirit to survive and thrive is work…..
effort…..jobs. These jobs that our local 
businesses support and preserve in 
turn create a multiplier effect with 
those payroll dollars getting circulated 
to support more jobs at other busi-
nesses where the dollars are spent 
and invested.  The pride and dignity 
of  those employees who work hard in 
their jobs help define our community 
spirit. A healthy community and local 
economy driven and sustained by good 
jobs translates to an improved capac-
ity to support and address our social 
issues.

Connecting these dots brings me full 

circle to our 
businesses 
and employ-
ers, the pro-
viders of  jobs. 
For those of  
you who own 
or operate 
businesses, 
please recog-
nize the key 
role you play 
in this com-
munity we 
call home. So 
many of  you 
have perse-
vered through 
an incredibly challenging 12 months. 
Although we must keep our guard up 
to stay safe as Covid is coming more 
under control, there are positive signs 
and reasons to be hopeful as we move 
into the spring season.

JED
FANNING

Chairman of the Board
Greater Las Cruces 

Chamber of Commerce
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CHAIR OF THE GREATER LAS CRUCES CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AMBASSADORS

Our Legacy - Today and Tomorrow
I have been reflecting on the 

word legacy over the past few 
weeks. The common understand-
ing of  legacy is how much money 
you leave to various heirs or orga-
nizations after you die. While this 
is true and admirable, I also think 
legacy is much more than some 
monetary donation. Legacy is 
also about what or who you loved, 
your passions in life, and how you 
changed the world for others. 

Audrey Hardman-Hartley, one 
of  our own Greater Chamber Am-
bassadors, passed away March 6. 
Reading the countless kind words 
and memories about Audrey’s life 
has been beautiful. If  you ever 
met Audrey, you know how much 
she loved her daughters and how 
proud she was of  them. Also, how 
much she loved her husband, 
John. Part of  her legacy is her 
love for her girls, John, family, 
friends, helping children and the 
elderly and more. 

I also can’t help but think about 
my father’s passing years ago and 
his legacy. How I remember him, 

his humor, his compassion, his 
work ethic, how much he loved his 
girls, and that I don’t ever 
remember hearing my 
dad complain, ever. 

This has led me to 
think of  a few ways 
each of  us can leave 
a legacy, the way 
Audrey and my dad 
have. 

1. Make our future 
generations stronger. 
Buy school supplies or holiday 
gifts for children in need. Create 
or give to a scholarship fund for 
college students. Helping children 
and students is one of  the best 
ways to influence our next genera-
tion and workforce.   

2. Mentor others. Share your 
skills with children, young people, 
or your neighbors. I remember 
meeting a woman at the Farmer’s 
Market. I had just purchased a 
new camera, and I was trying to 
figure out aperture and shutter 
speed. She was so kind and helped 
me understand everything. She 

took two hours out of  her day to 
sit and take pictures and explain 

things to a total stranger. I 
honestly don’t remem-

ber what I took pic-
tures of  or if  I even 
kept the pictures, 
but I do remember 
her and what she 
taught me.
3. Share your 

passions with others. 
There are two things I 

enjoy doing, though I’m not great 
at them. They each bring me a lot 
of  joy. That is painting and cro-
cheting. Doing either while drink-
ing a glass of  beer or wine with 
friends is an absolute joy. Sitting, 
listening, talking, while seemingly 
mundane, can significantly impact 
those you are with or yourself. 
After all, joy is infectious. 

4. Give the gift of time. Time 
is the one thing we can’t buy. Sit 
and talk to your children and 
grandchildren. Or in today’s 
world, Zoom or face time with 
them. Tell them about your life, 

the fun things you did, the hard 
stuff, the lessons you learned, 
and the people you’ve met. Talk 
to your friends. I’ve never heard 
anyone remembered at a funeral 
for filing a great report or creat-
ing beautiful spreadsheets. But I 
have heard people remembered for 
sharing stories or spending time 
with the people they loved. 

So, as I’ve reflected on Audrey’s 
legacy and my father’s legacy, I 
hope that my legacy can be just 
as great. I hope we all think about 
how we want to impact another 
person’s life today and tomorrow. 
How we want to bring joy to our 
loved one’s lives, and how we want 
to shape our future generations.

CAROLINE 
ZAMORA

Chair of the Greater 
Las Cruces Chamber 

of Commerce 
Ambassadors

1740-A Calle de Mercado
Las Cruces, NM 88005

575-524-8061
www.desertexposure.com

•  Promote your organization 
to our widespread readership 
through Desert Exposure 
advertising with 
Richard Coltharp 
richard@lascrucesbulletin.com, 
575-524-8061

•  Sign up for our semi-monthly 
Desert Exposure email 
newsletter contact 
editor@desertexposure.com

•  Share stories and photos 
with Editor Elva Osterreich 
editor@desertexposure.com, 
575-443-4408

•  Check area racks and 
newsstands

• Visit www.desertexposure.com

•  Sign up for an annual mail 
subscription for $54 
contact Teresa Tolonen, 
teresa@lascrucesbulletin.com, 
or call 575-680-1841

Here are some ways to get your Desert Exposure fix:

Explore Southern New Mexico
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RENEWING MEMBERS
RENEWING 
MEMBERS
A New Beginning 
Custom Homes
133 Wyatt Dr. Suite 1
Las Cruces, NM 88005‑2962
575‑312‑8944
Anniversary Date: 9/1/2019

Attorney at Law - Melissa J. 
Reeves, P.C.
200 W. Las Cruces Ave, Ste. A
Las Cruces, NM 88005
575‑522‑5009
www.mreeves2005.qwestoffice.net
Anniversary Date: 4/14/2008

Better Homes & Gardens/
Steinborn & Associates
141 Roadrunner Pkwy Suite 141
Las Cruces, NM 88011‑2000
575‑522‑3698
www.lascrucesnmproperties.com
Anniversary Date: 3/16/2010

Billy the Kid
2385 Calle de Guadalupa
Mesilla, NM 88046
575‑523‑5562
www.mesilla.com
Anniversary Date: 3/15/2010

Clifford,  Ross,  & Cooper, 
CPAs, LLC
1155 Commerce Dr. Ste. E
Las Cruces, NM 88011‑8257
575‑524‑1040
www.crrc‑cpa.com
Anniversary Date: 3/1/1988

Comcast Cable
2750 Mall Drive Suite 300
Las Cruces, NM 88012
575‑523‑2531
www.comcast.com/default.cspx
Anniversary Date: 11/12/1974

Comfort Suites of Las Cruces 
I-25 North
236 N. Telshor Blvd.
Las Cruces, NM 88011‑8200
575‑521‑1030
choicehotels.com
Anniversary Date: 3/24/2016

Cornerstone Christian 
Academy
5301 Cortez Dr.
Las Cruces, NM 88012
575‑532‑0902
www.cornerstn.org
Anniversary Date: 2/21/2013

Document Solutions, Inc.
1705 N. Valley Dr Suite 5
Las Cruces, NM 88007
575‑647‑4411
www.dsinm.com
Anniversary Date: 2/19/2009

Double Eagle Mesilla
2355 Calle de Guadalupe
Mesilla, NM 88046
575‑523‑6700
www.double‑eagle‑mesilla.com
Anniversary Date: 8/21/1997

La Pinon Sexual Assault and 
Recovery Services
850 N Motel Blvd Suite B
Las Cruces, NM 88007
575‑526‑3437
www.lapinon.org
Anniversary Date: 3/14/2008

Mission Cleaning Supply, LLC
1420 S. Solano
Las Cruces, NM 88001
575‑339‑4216
Anniversary Date: 2/1/2020

New Mexico Department of 
Agriculture
PO Box 30005, Dept. MSC 3‑LD
Las Cruces, NM 88003‑8005
575‑646‑1551
www.nmda.nmsu.edu
Anniversary Date: 4/2/1973

Planet Development 
Design/Build
2380 Sun Valley Lane
Las Cruces, NM 88007
575‑526‑4321
www.planetdevelopmentcom‑
pany.com
Anniversary Date: 9/29/2003

Progressive Residential 
Services of New Mexico
1100 S. Main St., Ste A
Las Cruces, NM 88005
575‑523‑8431
www.prs‑nm.org
Anniversary Date: 3/13/2012

Robert Mullan, DPM, Inc.
1400 El Paseo Rd
Las Cruces, NM 88001‑6018
575‑522‑2776
www.mullandpm.com
Anniversary Date: 3/23/2017

Siesta RV Park
1551 Avenida de Mesilla
Las Cruces, NM 88005
575‑523‑6816
www.SiestaRVPark.com
Anniversary Date: 4/29/2002

Southern New Mexico State 
Fair & Rodeo
12125 Robert Larson Blvd
Las Cruces, NM 88005
575‑636‑7098
www.snmstatefairgrounds.net
Anniversary Date: 2/1/2020

Staybridge Suites Las Cruces
2651 Northrise Dr.
Las Cruces, NM 88011
575‑521‑7999
www.lascruces‑hotel.com
Anniversary Date: 7/29/2005

CLEANING COMPANY LLC.
Largest Cleaning Company in Las Cruces

575-621-0008
So Fresh, So Clean

SPECIALIZING IN:
• RESIDENTIAL CLEANING • OFFICE CLEANING
• CARPET CLEANING • FREE ESTIMATES

S k y ’ s  T h e  L i m i t

Learn how you can get a COVID-19 vaccine. 
cdc.gov/coronavirus/vaccines

A safe and effective vaccine to protect 
against COVID-19 is now available. 
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Against
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